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2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 and 70-72 . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: it is deemed 
novel and unobvious over the prior art of record to so perform a method of making a 
dip-coated covered stent for use in a body lumen as claimed in claim 1 , comprising 
providing a plurality of cylindrical stent rings, each of the rings being expandable in a 
radial direction, each of the rings having a first delivery diameter, and a second 
implanted diameter, aligned on a common longitudinal axis, mounting the rings on 
mandrel and depositing the mandrel in a polymer solution, wherein the rings are fully 
covered including all surfaces facing the longitudinal axis and all surfaces facing away 
from the longitudinal axis. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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